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This special issue is one of the three that International Journal of Action Research is 

going to publish in connection to the celebration of the biannual symposium of IJAR 

in San Sebastian on 1st and 2nd October, 2020. What the three issues share is the 

attempt to experiment with the idea of bridging different research fields and social 

realities, that will be reinforced by the possibility of meeting face to face in San 

Sebastian. 

The issue entitled Action Research, Policy and Politics builds on the collaboration of 

researchers coming from the fields of policy analysis, transition research and 

territorial development. Recent contributions across these fields have explored how 

their shared commitment to action research has contributed to addressing the 

urgent and fundamental challenges our societies are facing, such as the ecological 

tragedy, the dismantling of welfare states and mass migration. 

The underpinning rationale of this special issue is that the societal challenges we are 

facing require fundamental, long-term transformations in policy and politics. If we 

want to coproduce sustainable transitions, an important path to explore is the 

interface of action research, policy and politics. 

Politically, we are experiencing turbulent times, in which citizens demand bold and 

urgent action from policy makers on issues such as climate change in a range of 

novel, insurgent ways that challenge traditional political relationships, arenas and 

values. Such political responses and institutional changes take shape through policy 

processes characterized by high levels of complexity, interdependence, and 

intransigence. 

Action research can play a crucial role in navigating and changing these challenging 

dynamics. However, there are a wide range of different approaches and 

contingencies. Action research can for example be used to generate pressure for 

policy makers to change from outside the policy process or to collaborate with policy 

makers and other stakeholders in a critical-relational way. 

This issue proposes to address the interface of action research, policy and politics 

through writing processes of a bridging nature. We invite papers from across policy 

analysis, transition research, territorial development and action research more 

generally, and encourage creative, non-traditional formats, including: 

o researchers reflecting on their experiences with trying to connect policy, 

politics and action research 



o conversations between policy analysts and transition researchers who have 

limited experience with the wider action research field with action 

researchers without previous connections to policy analysis. 

o collaborative writing of researchers and policy makers/politicians. 

Important dates: 

o 2019, July 5th, open call for papers 

o 2019, October 10th, close call for papers 

o 2019, October 17th, communication of accepted papers 

o 2020, April 23rd, deadline for submission of first version of papers 

o 2020, April 23rd- June 27th, review process 

o 2020, September 24th , deadline for rewritten papers after review 

o 2020, October 1st and 2nd, presentation and discussion in the IJAR 2020 

Symposium 

o 2020, October 23rd, deadline for final version of papers 

 

 

Call for papers open now! 

If you are interested in participating in this special issue, please get in touch with Miren 

Larrea (miren.larrea@orkestra.deusto) before October 10th, 2019 to present an 

abstract of maximum 300 words. 
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