
   

 

International Symposium 

 
TOWARDS REGIONALLY-ENGAGED UNIVERSITIES 

 

ADDRESSING THE ORGANISATIONAL AND RELATIONAL BARRIERS TO BECOMING 
KEY PLAYERS IN REGIONAL INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS 

 
Bilbao 

 
26th – 27th June 2017 

 
Hosted by: 

Orkestra-Basque Institute of Competitiveness,  
University of Deusto, Bilbao Campus 

 
 
Background 
 
There is a widely recognised need in Europe for more effective interaction between 
academics and other agents in society, so that university research and teaching 
becomes more relevant for the pressing societal challenges that we currently face 
and will face in the future. Amidst an understanding that the (technological, business 
and social) innovation needed to face these challenges is strongly place-dependent, 
feeding from interactions in territorially-rooted systems of actors, many studies have 
sought to understand the drivers and constraints of universities engaging in the 
innovation ecosystems of the territories where they are based. Indeed, there is a 
clear demand for universities to play more strategic roles in their regional innovation 
ecosystems; to become more engaged and responsive in their research and teaching 
to meet and shape evolving regional needs. 
 
As in many regions, the importance of a well-functioning regional innovation 
ecosystem is widely appreciated in the Basque Country. However, also as in many 
regions, it is recognised that the three (very different) Basque universities do not play 
the most effective roles within the current system. An important challenge for future 
socioeconomic development is to learn how universities can transform themselves 
into more effective and engaged knowledge agents. With this challenge in mind, and 
in the framework of the launch of its 2017 Basque Competitiveness Report, Orkestra 
(the Basque Institute of Competitiveness) will host an international symposium on 
26th and 27th June that seeks to bring together experiences and take forward 
understanding around how universities can become more regionally-engaged.  
 



   

 

In particular we would like to bring together applied analyses and experiences that 
help to understand how universities can break down the barriers that exist to them 
playing effective and leading roles in their regional innovation systems. These 
barriers could be classified on the one hand as ‘internal’, related to the organisation 
and governance of universities themselves, and including often-neglected human 
elements to do with the incentives and motivations of the academics that research 
and teach. On the other hand there are a range of ‘external’ barriers, concerned with 
how universities and their activities fit within a wider system of actors and relate to 
other actors in that system.   
 
Participants and Format 
This is an open call for participation. We are interested in putting together a 
programme that brings together experiences and reflections on these challenges 
from around the world. We invite the submission of 500-word abstracts of papers 
that address different aspects of the question of how universities can overcome the 
various barriers they face in becoming more engaged in their regional innovation 
ecosystems. The format of the symposium will be adapted in line with the proposals 
that are received, grouping them together in sessions that open up plenty of space 
for discussion.  
 
Abstract Submission 
We invite submission of abstracts until 5th May 2017. Please send abstracts to James 
Wilson: jwilson@orkestra.deusto.es.  
 
Logistical Details 
The symposium will take place on the Bilbao campus of Deusto University on the 
afternoon of 26th June and all day 27th June. On 28th June participants are invited to 
stay on to join the open conference for the launch of Orkestra´s 2017 Basque 
Competitiveness Report. 
 
There is no fee for the symposium, and lunches / coffee breaks will be covered by the 
hosts. However, participants will need to cover their own travel and accommodation 
costs. 
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