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Background and Objectives 
The Microeconomics of Competitiveness (MOC) Network celebrated its 20th Anniversary during the annual 
MOC workshop held at Harvard Business School in December 2022. As highlighted in the book published 
to mark this anniversary, MOC knowledge has generated important impacts in the Basque Country over 
these twenty years. Deusto University first taught an MOC Programme in 2003, and Orkestra was founded 
in 2006 as a dedicated competitiveness institute that continued to teach MOC programmes and has played 
a leading role in the research and engagement activities of the MOC network. To celebrate 20 years of 
MOC impact in the Basque Country and share knowledge that can guide the next steps in building 
sustainable territorial competitiveness through transformative research, Deusto University and Orkestra 
will host an international workshop.  

The objectives are to:  

• Share and discuss what has been learned by Orkestra and other members of the MOC network 
(and beyond) about transformative research that can strength the competitiveness and wellbeing 
of territories. 

• Analyse the challenges (and solutions) facing research institutes, university departments and 
academics that want to do transformative research that impacts on the sustainable competitiveness 
in their territories.  

Call for Papers 
The analysis of territorial competitiveness has been influential since the 1990s, when frameworks emerged 
emphasising relationships between company performance and a range of factors in national or regional 
environments (OECD, 1992; Porter, 1990). A Porterian approach to analysing the ‘microeconomics of 
competitiveness’ underscores the competitiveness indices that are commonly used to benchmark countries 
and regions as a guide for economic development policy, and indeed provides a meeting ground for a 
range of other theories, including economic growth and development theories, institutional theories, and 
behavioural theories of regional development (Huggins and Thompson, 2017).  

While such competitiveness frameworks are good at recognising the importance of territorial context and 
facilitating a nuanced understanding of the key characteristics of those contexts that impact on economic 
development, there is a pressing need to imbue analysis with directionality that goes beyond productivity 
and economic growth and reflects desirable end results of competitiveness (Aiginger and Firgo, 2017; 
Aranguren et al, 2021; Wilson, 2008). This need has become increasingly acute during recent years as focus 
has sharpened on the urgent need for economic development to be environmentally and socially 
sustainable. European industrial policy is now oriented firmly towards the green transition of industry 
(European Commission, 2019, 2021), and rising inequalities alongside the social impacts of the COVID-19 



 

pandemic and the conflict in Ukraine are highlighting the scale of many social challenges that need to be 
addressed.  

As businesses, governments and societies in general grapple with inter-twined processes of technological, 
social and green transition, it is widely acknowledged that universities, research institutes and individual 
academics have key roles to play in helping the territories where they are based navigate emerging 
challenges as part of their ‘third mission’ (Aranguren et al., 2021; Benneworth and Fitjar, 2019; Goddard 
and Puuka, 2008; Goddard et al, 2013; Laredo, 2007), supporting the construction of sustainable 
competitiveness futures. But what should those competitiveness futures look like? And what is needed to 
effectively develop research that is transformative and has real impact on those futures?  

The workshop invites contributions (papers or papers in progress) from both within and beyond the MOC 
network that seek to respond to elements of two key questions related to the overall theme of building 
sustainable competitiveness futures through transformative research: 

• What for? What is territorial competitiveness? What will shape the competitiveness of territories 
in the future? How is territorial competitiveness related to sustainability? How is territorial 
competitiveness related to wellbeing? 

• How? How can we contribute as researchers to the sustainable competitiveness of our 
territories? Which strategies, methodologies, institutions and capabilities are needed to do 
transformative research related to territorial competitiveness in practice?  

Process and Deadline for Proposals 
Abstracts of 300-500 words, alongside title and names and affiliations of authors/participants, should be 
submitted through this online form by Friday 14th April 2023.  

A detailed workshop programme will be constructed from the submitted abstracts and communicated to 
participants to confirm their participation by Friday 28th April (to allow time to make travel and 
accommodation arrangements).  

Cost and Logistical Details 
There is no fee for participants who have been accepted to present a paper at the workshop. All coffee 
breaks and lunches will be provided by the hosts. However, participants are expected to cover their own 
travel and accommodation expenses. 

The workshop will take place in Donostia – San Sebastián, which in addition to having its own small airport, 
is linked by easy public transport of around an hour to the larger Bilbao and Biarritz airports. 

A list of suggested accommodation options will be provided to participants. 

  

https://form.jotform.com/230584545319359


 

Outline Programme 
Monday 26th June 2023 

09:00-09:30 
Welcome to international workshop participants and introductions. 

09:30-14:00 
Sessions with presentations from participants.  

14:00 
Lunch 

17:30-19:00 
Celebration event (in Spanish) with alumni from 20 years of MOC programmes in the Basque Country, 
followed by social reception.  

 

Tuesday 27th June 2023 

09:00-09:30 
Recap and new thoughts on yesterday’s discussions.  

09:30-11:30 
Session with presentations from participants. 

12:00-16:30 
Future-oriented sessions, either side of lunch, to reflect on how research institutes, university departments 
and individual academics can collaborate through international networks such as the MOC network in 
tackling the challenges of conducting transformative research to build sustainable competitiveness. Inputs 
for these reflection sessions will be prepared in advance by working groups of participants, facilitating a 
degree of participation for those who are unable to attend physically but interested in engaging in 
discussions around these challenges.   

Expected outcomes 
Expected outcomes from the workshop include: 

• Ideas and concrete inputs towards a strategy to develop the territorial impact of research institutes, 
university departments and individual academics through collaboration in the MOC network of the 
future 

• Foundations for preparing potential collaborative research projects 

• A journal special issue featuring papers developed from ideas presented during the sessions 
(possibilities include Competitiveness Review and Deusto Business School’s Bulletin of Economic 
Studies) 

 

 


