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policies for successful implementation of RIS3 Research 
Symposium Networks in Changing Business Ecosystem, 
Flensburg, (Germany), June 12-13.

›› Wise, E. Wilson, J. (2017). Challenges of Evaluating 
Clusters and Cluster Policies. Cluster3, Interreg , 
Europea. 4th Open Conference in Inverness, 20th, June.



2017
PROJECTS



›› Análisis contextual: tendencias, retos, y palancas 
competitivas en BBK Fundazioa. (Contextual analysis: 
tendencies, challenges and competitive levers in the 
BBK Foundation).  Collaborators/Consortium: BBVA 
Foundation. Project leader: Henar Alcalde.

›› Análisis y evaluación de la dinámica empresarial y las 
políticas de apoyo en Álava. (Analysis and evaluation 
of business dynamics and support policies in Alava). 
Collaborators/Consortium: Provincial Council of Alava. 
Project leader: Eduardo Sisti.

›› AS FABRIK – Bilbao Alliance for Smart Specialisation in 
Advanced Services towards the Digital Transformation 
of the Industry. Collaborators/Consortium: European 
Commission, Bilbao City Council, Bilbao Ekintza, GAIA, 
IDOM, MIK. Project leader: Bart Kamp.

›› Bilbao Next Lab. Collaborators/Consortium: Bilbao City 
Council; University of Deusto. Project leader: Miren 
Estensoro.

›› Bizkaia Orekan. Collaborators/Consortium: Provincial 
Council of Biscay. Project leader: James Wilson.

›› Caracterizar la estrategia de innovación de la comarca del 
Bidasoa. (Classifying innovation strategy in the Bidasoa 
district). Collaborators/Consortium: Bidasoa, Irun City 
Council. Project leader: Henar Alcalde.

›› Clusters3. Collaborators/Consortium: SPRI (Basque 
Business Development Agency)-Basque Government, 
European Commission. Project leaders: James Wilson / 
Anastasia Konstantynova.

›› Co-generación metodológica en Etorkizuna Eraikiz. 
(Methdological co-generation in  Etorkizuna Eraikiz). 
Collaborators/Consortium: University of Deusto, 
Provincial Council of Gipuzkoa. Project leader: Miren 
Larrea.

›› Competitiv’EKO-Cooperación Transfronteriza EmpresariaI. 
(Transfrontier business cooperation). Collaborators/
Consortium: European Commission (Pofteca-INTERREG), 
CCI Bayonne, Gipuzkoa Chamber of Commerce, Sodena. 
Project leader: Henar Alcalde.

›› Competitiveness Observatory. Collaborators/Consortium: 
SPRI (Basque Business Development Agency) - Basque 
Government. Project leader: Ibon Gil de San Vicente.

›› Creación de oportunidades en economía plateada en 
Bizkaia. (Creation of opportunities in Biskay’s silver 
economy). Collaborators/Consortium: SPRI (Basque 
Business Development Agency) – Basque Government. 
Project leader: Ibon Gil de San Vicente.

›› Creación de oportunidades en Industrias Culturales y 
Creativas en Vitoria-Gasteiz. (Creation of opportunities in 
cultural and creative industries in Vitoria). Collaborators/
Consortium: City Council of Vitoria Project leader: 
Mercedes Oleaga.

›› Creación de valor compartido. (Creation of shared value).
Collaborators/Consortium: Bilbao Ekintza. Project leader: 
Henar Alcalde.

›› Creando las bases para el compromiso empresarial en 
Gipuzkoa. (Creating the bases for business engagement 
in Gipuzkoa). Collaborators/Consortium: Provincial 

Council of Gipuzkoa, Circular Hub Donostia. Project 
leader: Henar Alcalde.

›› Crecer+. Collaborators/Consortium: Business Angels 
members of the Crecer+; Seed Capital network. Project 
leader: Nagore Ardanza.

›› Competitiveness Diagnostics. Collaborators/Consortium: 
SPRI (Basque Business Development Agency)-Basque 
Government. Project leader: James Wilson.

›› Diagnóstico y propuestas de acción en Busturialdea 
y Enkarterri. (Diagnostics and proposals for action in 
Busturialdea and Enkarterri. Collaborators/Consortium: 
Regional Council of Biscay. Project leader: Susana Franco.

›› El cambio demográfico y la continuidad y transmisión 
empresarial: nuevos modelos organizacionales 
colaborativos para fortalecer la competitividad 
empresarial guipuzcoana (BELAUNALDI) (Demographic 
change and continuity and business transfer; new 
collaborative organisational models to strengthen 
business competitiveness in Gipuzkoa). Collaborators/
Consortium: Provinical Council of Gipuzkoa, Scuola 
Amministrazione Aziendale (SAA)– Turin, AFM Cluster. 
Project leader: Usue Lorenz.

›› Enraizando Álava. (Strengthening roots in Alava). 
Collaborators/Consortium: Provincial Council of Alava. 
Project leader: Henar Alcalde.

›› Etorkizuna Eraikiz. Collaborators/Consortium:Provinical 
Council of Gipuzkoa, Praxis UTN (Rafaela, Argentina) and 
the University of Agder (Norway). Project leader: Miren 
Larrea

›› European Cluster Observatory II.Collaborators/
Consortium: European Commission, VDI/VDE-IT, 
Technopolis Group, CSC, Inno, TIPIK, COÖ. Project leader: 
Susana Franco.

›› FP como impulsor de la estrategia RIS3 de Navarra. 
(Vocational training as a driver of RIS3 strategy).
Collaborators/Consortium: IMH, Bankia Foundation. 
Project leader: Mikel Navarro.

›› Gipuzkoa Erakargarria. Collaborators/Consortium: 
Regional Council of Gipuzkoa. Project leader: Mikel 
Navarro.

›› Indicadores de Competitividad Departamental – Uruguay. 
(Departmental competitiveness indicators-Uruguay).
Collaborators/Consortium: Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB), Institute of Competitiveness, Catholic 
University of Uruguay (IC-UCU) Project leader: Susana 
Franco.

›› INTERREG Conference: S34Growth. Colllaborators/
Consortium: Basque Government Project leader: Henar 
Alcalde.

›› La competitividad territorial y el desarrollo 
medioambiental: reflexión desde la oportunidad de 
las mega-tendencias medioambientales para las 
empresas del País Vasco. (Territorial competitiveness 
and environmental development: reflection based on 
environmental mega tendency opportunities for Basque 
firms).Collaborators/Consortium:, Ihobe (Basque 
environmental agency). Project leaders: Bart Kamp, Jabier 
Retegi.



›› La economía azul y el desarrollo territorial. (The blue 
economy and territorial development). ). Collaborators/
Consortium: Azaro Foundation. Project leader: Íñigo Ruiz 
de Apodaca.

›› MANUMIX: Innovation policymix learning for advanced 
manufacturing in European regions. Collaborators/
Consortium: European Commission (INTERREG Europe), 
Innobasque (leader), Basque Government, Research 
and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis centre, 
FINPIEMONTE, Government of Wales. Project leader 
Edurne Magro.

›› Medición de impactos en la Eco-innovación. ((Impact 
measurement in eco-innovation). Collaborators/
Consortium: Ihobe (Basque environmental agency). 
Project leader Usue Lorenz.

›› Medioambiente como factor de competitividad. 
(Environment as a competitiveness factor). Collaborators/
Consortium: (Basque environmental agency) Ihobe. 
Project leader: Iñigo Ruiz de Apodaca.

›› Observatorio Económico Financiero de la Pyme. 
(Economic and Financial Observatory on SMEs). 
Collaborators/Consortium: Basque Finance Institute. 
Project leader: Ibon Gil de San Vicente.

›› Policy-mix de internacionalización en Euskadi: hacia una 
política integrada (Policy mix of internationalisation in 
the Basque Country: towards a comprehensive policy). 
Collaborators/Consortium: Provincial Council of Biscay. 
Project leader: Edurne Magro.

›› RIS Vivo. Collaborators/Consortium: Basque Government. 
Project leader: Mari Jose Aranguren.

›› TCI. Next 20 Years Reflection. Collaborators/Consortium: 
Bogotá Chamber of Commerce. Project leader: James 
Wilson.

›› Universidad y gobernanza colaborativa: el despliegue 
de las capacidades de facilitación. (University and 
collaborative governance and the deployment of 
facilitation capacities). Collaborators/Consortium: 
Provincial Council of Gipuzkoa, HUHEZI COOP, E. Project 
leader: Patricia Canto.



DOCTORAL 
THESES
2017



›› “The role of intermediate territorial agents in fostering a circular 
economy driven local development” Iñigo Ruiz de Apodaca. Thesis 
supervisor: James Wilson.

›› “Research and multi-actor collaboration in territorial development 
policymaking. Insighst for an increasingly complex policy field in the 
increasingly complex policy world” Ainhoa Arrona. Thesis supervisor: 
James Wilson.

›› “Research Institutions as Change Agents for Territorial Development: 
A New Analytical Framework for Communication Strategies” Patricia 
Canto. Thesis supervisor: Miren Larrea 

›› “The Role of Innovation Support Programs in FDI Spillover to Developing 
Countries, the Case of Iran” Abbas Haddadzadeh. Thesis supervisor: Bart 
Kamp.

›› “Assessment of modes of innovation: A Mexican regional experience” 
Francisco Carrillo. Thesis supervisor: Henar Alcalde.

›› “Assessment and solutions regarding financial constraints in the wake 
of advanced industrial servitization” Ibon Gil de San Vicente. Thesis 
supervisor: Henar Alcalde.

›› “Designing Smart Specialisation Strategies in developing regions: Two 
Latin American Cases” Ana Carolina Iga. Thesis supervisor: Edurne 
Magro.

›› On 5 May, Khalid Al Sulemaini defended the thesis entitled “University-
Industry Collaboration and Social Capital in Small-scale National 
Innovation System”. 

›› On 7 November, Juma Al-Musalami defended the thesis entitled  
“Evaluation of Economic Diversification Policy in Oil Rich Countries: The 
Case of Oman”, at the University of Deusto. The thesis supervisors were 
Edurne Magro and Susana Franco, who are Orkestra researchers.

›› On 1 December, Silvina Romano defended the thesis entitled “El rol de 
la universidad en los procesos de Desarrollo Territorial” Experiencias 
Comparadas y aportes para la UNTDF. Thesis supervisor: Miren Larrea.

›› On 1 June, José Luis Larrea defended the thesis entitled  “Contribución 
de los procesos de generación de conocimiento transformador a 
la misión de las instituciones universitarias. Aprendizajes desde la 
experiencia vital” Thesis supervisor: Mari Jose Aranguren.

IN ADDITION TO SUPERVISING 
THESES, ORKESTRA RESEARCHERS 
HAVE ALSO SAT ON VARIOUS 
EXAMINATION BOARDS FOR 
DOCTORAL THESES:

THE FOLLOWING THESES, WHICH 
WERE SUPERVISED BY ORKESTRA 
RESEARCHERS, WERE DEFENDED 
DURING 2017:

DOCTORAL THESES

›› On May 5, Mari Jose Aranguren was an examination board member for 
the thesis defended by Khalid Al Sulemaini. The thesis was entitled: 
Social Capital in Small-scale National Innovation System”.

›› On 13 September, Henar Alcalde was an examination board member 
for the thesis defended by Florentino Malaver. The thesis was entitled: 
“Heterogeneidad en la innovación: Un fenómeno intra e interindustrial”.

›› On 7 November, Mari Jose Aranguren was an examination board member 
for the thesis defended by Juma Al-Musalami. The thesis was entitled 
“Evaluation of Economic Diversification Policy in Oil Rich Countries: The 
Case of Oman”.

›› On 1 December, Mari Jose Aranguren was an examination board member 
for the thesis defended by Silvina Romano. The thesis was entitled  
“El rol de la universidad en los procesos de Desarrollo Territorial” 
Experiencias Comparadas y aportes para la UNTDF.


